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he [Gladstone] that he and his own officials and
friends at Liverpool were alone making a rebel
navy, and that Jefferson Davis had next to
nothing to do with it."1 Still, for the belief that
the South would win, England cannot be too
severely blamed. The happy English of those days
knew nothing about strategy ; they had indulged
in no war since 1815 except in the Crimea, and
that war taught no strategy. Thus they could not
see how sterile Lee's great tactical victories were.
Eventually it was the " Southern" Palmerston
who prevented intervention, and he probably
knew more about map-reading thaa any of his
colleagues. Few thought the North could win
except Bright and his friends; and their conviction
was bred of social prejudice, not of a cooler
military judgment. They really preferred the
homely North, for they were culturally " Liberal *'
in a sense that Gladstone never was ; and the
differences that were always to reign between
Gladstone and his new associates are clearly
visible in this differing attitude to the American
War. Of the justice of the problem it is now useless
to argue. But from one point of view Liberal
opinion should have been " Southern." If it
was in the order of things that Italy should with-
draw from Austria, why should not the Southern
States be allowed to withdraw from the Union ?
Was Centralisation or Federalism the more
liberal form of government ? Were Liberty and
1 Education of Hctvy Adorns^ p, 157.